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This book outlines and provides 
practice in many essential skills that 
young people need to achieve greater 
confidence and independence in financial 
matters. 

To be financially literate is to learn about 
money – how to handle it, how to make 
it work in a positive way, and importantly, 
how to develop a regular habit of saving 
and how to begin investing. 

Each section of the guide provides 
valuable information about using money 
in the real world. This knowledge is 
applied in the ACTIVITY sections so that 
students can practise realistic tasks in 
money management. 

A regular savings habit as well as basic 
knowledge about investing is integral to 
the concept of financial literacy in this 
book. Managing money responsibly and 
ethically is also emphasized.

The last sections of the guide focus on 
ways of building wealth, moving beyond 
basic money management to a higher 
level of financial literacy in relation to 
investment and financial independence.

Managing Your Money: A Guide to 
Financial Literacy for Secondary Students is 
a valuable resource for secondary school 
students during their school lives and 
beyond, into adulthood.

Features:
	 Appropriate terminology and 

language level for secondary 
students.

	 Key terms (in bold) are 
defined and are reproduced 
in a glossary 

	 Practical activities throughout 
the book

	 Board Game: ‘Be The 
Financial Wizard’

	 Key websites in each chapter 
allow the student to research 
further information.

	 An index of useful websites 

	 Answers provided
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CONTENTS 
INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER 1  
MONEY IN ACTION 
	Financial literacy
	Forms  of money
	Cashless transactions
	Sources of income
	Spending: credit/debit cards
	Taxation
	Discounts – ACTIVITIES
	Scams and rip-offs – ACTIVITIES

CHAPTER 2  
EFFECTIVE MONEY MANAGEMENT
	Needs and wants – ACTIVITIES
	Savings
	Bank, building society and 

credit union accounts
	Interest – ACTIVITIES
	Developing a budget
	Budget Preparation – ACTIVITIES
	Buying a mobile phone – ACTIVITIES
	Financial records – ACTIVITIES
	Using technology for banking and 

buying
	Resolving complaints about 

purchases – ACTIVITY

  
CHAPTER 3
RESPONSIBILITY AND ETHICS
	Development of responsibility 

and ethical behaviour
	The influence of advertising, 

peer and other pressures
	Strategies to evaluate sales 

techniques
	Borrowing and spending money 

– ACTIVITIES

CHAPTER 4
BUILDING YOUR WEALTH
	Ways for students to make money
	Saving money
	Long term plans 

for savings
	Investing – 

ACTIVITIES
	Superannuation
	Insurance
	Managing risks – 

ACTIVITIES

  
CHAPTER 5
MONEY MANAGEMENT IN PRACTICE
	Investigative Task 1: The Stock 

Market – ACTIVITIES
	Investigative Task 2: Student 

Savings – ACTIVITIES
	Investigative Task 3: Organizing a 

Successful Fundraising Venture – 
ACTIVITIES

ANSWERS

USEFUL WEBSITES

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

BOARD GAME:'BE THE FINANCIAL WIZARD'

BE THE 
FINANCIAL 
WIZARD

PLACE 
fortunE CARDS 

HERE

Don't 
forget

to FILL IN your Income and Expenses Record Sheetas you play!

Start
with $100

Monday 1st

Spend $10 on a 
workshop.

take a 
fortune 

card

Tuesday 2nd

Spend $15 
on fares.

take a 
fortune 

card

Wednesday 3rd

Inherit $200 
from a relative.

take a 
fortune 

card

Thursday 4th

Spend $10 on 
fast food.

take a 
fortune 

card

Tuesday 9th

Spend $15 
on fares.

Monday 8th

Bank 15% of 
your earnings.

take a 
fortune 

card

Sunday 7th

Receive $10 
pocket money.

Saturday 6th
You mow your 
neighbour’s 

lawn & earn $20.

Friday 5th
You are paid 

$45 for work at 
Macca’s.

take a 
fortune 

cardWednesday 10th

Receive $10 
from your uncle.

Thursday 11th
You forgot your 
bag. Go Back

9 SpaceS.

take a 
fortune 

card

Friday 12th
You are paid 

$45 for work at 
Macca’s.

take a 
fortune 

card

Saturday 13th
You mow your 
neighbour’s 

lawn & earn $20.

take a 
fortune 

card

Sunday 14th

Receive $10 
pocket money.Friday 19th

You are paid 
$45 for work at 

Macca’s.

take a 
fortune 

card

Thursday 18th

Sell your pS3 
Receive $150.

take a 
fortune 

card

Wednesday 17th

Spend $10 at  
the Mall.

Tuesday 16th

Spend $15 
on fares.

take a 
fortune 

card

Monday 15th

Bank 15% of 
your earnings.

take a 
fortune 

card

Saturday 20th
You mow your 
neighbour’s 

lawn & earn $20.

Sunday 21st

Receive $10 
pocket money.

take a 
fortune 

card

Monday 22nd

Bank 15% of 
your earnings.

Tuesday 23rd

Spend $15 
on fares.

take a 
fortune 

card

Wednesday 24th
Spend $200 on 
new Nintendo. 

If you don’t have the 
money Go Back To 

SaT 13Th.take a 
fortune 

card

Sunday 28th

Receive $10 
pocket money.

take a 
fortune 

card

Saturday 27th
You mow your 
neighbour’s 

lawn & earn $20.

Friday 26th
You are paid 

$45 for work at 
Macca’s.

take a 
fortune 

card

Thursday 25th

Spend $15 at  
the movies.

take a 
fortune 

cardMonday 29th

Bank 15% of 
your earnings.

take a 
fortune 

card

Tuesday 30th
Shares can be 

sold at twice the 
price paid.

take a 
fortune 

card

Wednesday 31st
$100 for 

reaching the end 
of month. 

Throw a six to end 
your game.

FINISH 

•	calculate the totals for your income, expenses and interest. 
•	What is your balance?
•	The winner is the player with  the most money!


